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SUBJECT: JOURNAL DE GENEVA EDITORIAL ON "SONNENFELDT AFFAIRS" 

LEADING SWISS-FRENCH NEWSPAPER, JOURNAL DE GENEVA, APRIL 14 
CARRIED FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL SIGNED BY CHIEF EDITOR CLAUDE 
MONNIER DEALING WITH THE SECRETARY'S AND COUNSELOR SONNENFELDT’S 
REMARKS IN LONDON. EDITORIAL, TITLED "THE UNITED STATES: THE 
ROAD IS TRACED FOR THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS", FOLLOWS: 

"THE SONNENFELDT AFFAIR" HAS SHOWN TO ANYONE WHO MIGHT HAVE 
IGNORED THE FACT THAT THERE IS A BIG GAP BETWEEN THE PRUDENT, 
CALCULATED, EMBELLISHED, POLISHED WORDS WHICH A STATESMAN 
PERMITS HIMSELF TO UTTER IN PUBLIC AND THE HARD, REALISTIC, 

BITING REFLECTIONS WHICH HE MAKES IN FRONT OF HIS COLLEAGUES, 
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THAT IS, THE MEN WHO SHARE WITH HIM THE RESPONSIBILITY 
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FOR LEADING THEIR COUNTRY. 

THE FACTS GO BACK TO LAST DECEMBER: HENRY KISSINGER AND 
HELMUT SONNENFELDT, HIS NUMBER ONE COUNSELOR FOR SOVIET 
AFFAIRS. HAD BROUGHT TOGETHER IN LONDON THE AMERICAN 
AMBASSADORS FROM ALL OVER EUROPE TO DISCUSS THE UP-TO- 
DATE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. 

OF COURSE, THIS CONSULTATION WAS HELD BEHIND CLOSED DOORS 
BUT, DUE TO THE MALICIOUSNESS OF HUMANS AND OF OUR TIME, 

SOME OF THE REMARKS MADE BY THE TWO MEN WERE "FILTERED" 

INTO THE AMERICAN PRESS. FROM THESE VERY FRAGXENTARY 
LEAKS ONE MIGHT HAVE CONCLUDED THAT BY NOW THE UNITED 
STATES CONSIDERED THE RISE OF THE SOVIET POWER INEVITABLE 
AND HAD DECIDED— AS A FIRST RESULT- TO FINALLY ABANDON 
THE EASTERN EUROPEAN NATIONS IN SOVIET HANDS. 

WHEN THINGS WERE PRESENTED THUS IT LOOKED OF COURSE AS IF 
GERALD FORD AND HIS SECRETARY OF STATE NO LONGER BELIEVED 
IN AMERICAN STRENGTH AND THAT THEY ADVOCATED A DEFEATIST 
WITHDRAWAL. SUCH A DISTORTION OF FACTS COULD, IN NORMAL 
TIMES, HAVE BEEN IGNORED BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT; A FEW MONTHS 
BEFORE THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IT HAD TO BE CORRECTED. 

AFTER DENIALS AND EMBARASSED EXPLANATIONS, THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT HAS FINALLY DECIDED ON THE WISEST MOVE: AN 
IN EXTENSO PUBLICATION OF THE "OFFICIAL NON VERBATIM 
TRANSCRIPT" OF THE REMARKS MADE BY MESSRS. KISSINGER 
AND SONNENFELDT IN LONDON. 

MR. KISSINGER STRESSES THAT IT WOULD BE RIDICULOUS TO 
DENY THE RISE OF SOVIET POWER AND THAT TODAY AS IN 1945 
THE TASK OF AMERICAN DIPLOMATS CONSISTS OF THE CONTAIN- 
MENT OF COMMUNISM. AND THIS IS TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THREE 
DIFFERENT MEANS: FIRST, BY MAKING IT NECESSARY FOR THE 
SOVIET UNION (TRADE, TECHNOLOGY) TO LINK ITSELF WITH THE 
WEST IN AN ORGANIC WAY; THEN, BY EXPLOITING THE ENORMOUS 
ERRORS COMMITTED BY THE SOVIET UNION IN ITS EXPANSION; 

FINALLY, BY REINFORCING WESTERN UNITY IN ORDER NOT TO 
PRESENT USELESS TEMPTATIONS TO THE SOVIET UNION. THE 
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CENTRAL IDEA IS TO KEEP SOVIET POWER "IN LINE" SINCE IT 
CANNOT BE IGNORED. 

STARTING FROM THESE PREMISES, THE MEN IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
ARRIVE AT PRACTICAL CONCLUSIONS. FOR EASTERN EUROPE-IN 
SONNENFELDT’S WORDS - IT IS A QUESTION OF PREVENTING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF AN EXPLOSIVE SITUATION WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO A THIRD 
WORLD WAR. FOR THAT ONE SHOULD, ON THE ONE HAND, SUPPORT A 
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MAXIMUM OF INDEPENDENCE FOR THE EASTERN EUROPE COUNTRIES, 

BUT AT THE SAME TIME, RELATIONS BETWEEN THEM AND THE SOVIET 
UNION SHOULD BE MORE THAN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE OPPRESSOR 
AND THE OPPRESSED (WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO THE EXPLOSION) AND 
SHOULD BE MORE NORMAL AND IN A WAY MORE LIBERAL. 

FOR WESTERN EUROPE-IN KISSINGER'S WORDS-A COMING TO POWER 
OF THE COMMUNISTS MUST BE PREVENTED AT ALL COSTS; NOT 
BECAUSE ONE SHOULD DISTRUST THEIR MORE OR LESS REASONABLE 
CHARACTER, BUT BECAUSE IF THEY SHOULD COME TO POWER, THE 
DYNAMICS OF THE SITUATION WOULD FATALLY OBLIGE THE AMERICAN 
TROOPS TO LEAVE OUR CONTINENT: THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE 
WOULD BE DESTROYED, AMERICA WOULD AGAIN BE ALONE ON ITS 
ISLAND AND WOULD BE UNABLE TO RE-ESTABLISH THE BALANCE 
WHICH WOULD THUS BE DESTROYED TO ITS DISADVANTAGE, EXCEPT 
BY BRUTAL POWER POLITICS "WHICH ARE ENTIRELY THE CONTRARY 
OF ALL MORAL PRINCIPLES WHICH HAVE SHAPED HER ACTIONS ALL 
THROUGH ITS HISTORY". 

WHERE IN THESE WORDS IS THERE WEAKNESS IN THE FACE OF THE 
SOVIET MENACE? RARELY HAVE WE HAD A MORE LUCID ANALYSIS 
AND A FIRMER DETERMINATION TO REMAIN INDEPENDENT. OF COURSE, 

THE ROAD THUS TRACED BY MR. KISSINGER IS ONE TO BE FOLLOWED 

OVER THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS. IT DOES NOT OUTLINE WHAT 

SHOULD BE DONE IN EACH SPECIFIC CRISIS, AT EACH 

"SWING OF THE PENDULUM ". BUT FOR AMERICA THE MOST 

IMPORTANT THING IS TO KNOWN WHERE SHE IS GOING OVER THE LONG TERM. 
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